Arizona’s Raptor Experience, LLC
Fall 2019
~Newsletter~

Greetings from Chino Valley!
We hope you are well and enjoying
the cool breezes and warm sunshine
of fall. So much is happening at this
time of year! Songbirds and raptors alike
are gathering into groups and many are
migrating to their wintering grounds.
Others are gearing up for cold
weather by building up some fat
reserves. Most have completed
their molt and are sporting fresh new
feathers.
Here at our place the raptors look
beautiful and feather perfect.
We’ve been very busy with visitors
and are getting ready for hunting
season which will begin soon.

Come see the birds at

Jay’s Bird Barn

October 25th in Flagstaff
and
October 26th in Prescott
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

I’m happy to report the Western
Screech Owl has returned to a nest box
in our yard. She has been absent for
a few months, probably at a box
at the neighbors. We’re glad she’s
back to hunt the mice and wood
(pack) rats. What a service she
provides!
www.JaysBirdBarn.com
Have you ever thought about what
birds do for you? We’ll be covering
that in this issue. We hope you
enjoy it!

What do birds do for you?
You are probably aware that Barn Owls eat mice, voles
and other small mammals. In fact, one Barn Owl family
can consume upwards of 3,000 rodents in one breeding
season!
You may also know that
Swainson’s Hawks are
largely insectivorous, eating
thousands of grasshoppers
that would normally
consume huge volumes of
plant material, including
our crops. But you may not
know all the other ways
that birds benefit humans,
besides pest control.
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There are some obvious things, of course. Birds and
their eggs are a large part of our diet. Each year,
about 45 million turkeys are served at Thanksgiving
dinner tables. Over 5 million tons of chicken eggs
are consumed in the United States each year.

Besides enjoying birds and their eggs as a food source, people simply like being
able to “watch” birds. According to a study conducted by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in 2016, there are more than 45 million bird watchers in the
U.S. that contribute nearly $80 billion a year to the U.S. economy (remember
this number for later…). How, you might ask? Well, they purchase bird seed
and binoculars, travel to spot a new life bird, eat at restaurants, stay in hotels
and purchase field guides and souvenirs in gift shops. Some people even get
paid to lead birding tours!
Ecotourism that focuses on birding opportunities has benefitted many
countries and saved important habitats. Local guides are paid to help visitors
find elusive birds that they wish to add to their life list. Not only are habitats
and birds saved in these places, like Costa Rica, but economies are
strengthened as well.
So, we rely on birds to control pests, we eat them, and we enjoy their beauty.
But do we recognize the other services that birds provide, often referred to as
“ecosystem services?” And, do we understand the real value of those services?

For example, there are over 900 species of birds around the world that
pollinate plants. Fruit eating birds are responsible for seed dispersal, their
stomach acids breaking down the protective coating of the seeds allowing them
to germinate. The many species of vultures consume immeasurable amounts of
carrion, with some species even eating the bones of dead animals. This “cleanup” crew plays a huge role in preventing the spread of disease.
Birds have also long served as environmental barometers. The canary in the
coal mine detected the build-up of methane, hydrogen sulfide and carbon
dioxide in mines at the turn of the 20th century. In recent times they tell the
story of toxins in the environment such as DDT, PCB’s and many others that
threaten the health of humans and animals alike.
In these and probably many other ways, we do and have relied on birds. Today,
they rely on us for their survival. Sadly, now, more than any other time in
history, human activity is pushing more and more species to the brink of
extinction. In 1973 President Nixon signed the Endangered Species Act (ESA)
into law, which has since saved species like the Bald Eagle, California Condor,
northern gray wolf and the grizzly from extinction. There are still over 1,600
species listed.
Only Congress can change an act like the ESA, but rules in the legislation can
be revised and their application altered based on interpretation by different
administrations. Changes are currently being proposed to the ESA that will
make it more difficult to save species. For example, decision makers will now
be allowed to consider economic factors such as the cost of saving a species
and potential threats to business opportunities that may arise when protecting
critical habitat.
The Defenders of Wildlife together with the states of Massachusetts, California
and 15 others are suing the Federal Government over these proposed revisions.
They, like myself and many others, believe that ecology, not economics, should
dictate the fate of species.
Or, perhaps they should consider the cost of
losing species that provide so many ecosystem
services. Imagine the cost of pollinating plants,
distributing seeds, cleaning up carcasses and
controlling pests – all the jobs done for free by
birds and other wildlife!

